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REGIME SET UP 

U.S. Professes Distress 
pi at Swift Coup 

By LOUIS NOLI 
PANAMA (AP) — A two-man 
military junta was installed Sat- 
urday by the national guard, 
which ousted President Arnulfo 
Arias, suspended constitutional 
guarantees, and dissolved the 
National Assembly. 

After the swift coup Friday 
night, Arias took refuge in 
the U.S.-controlled Panama 
Canal Zone with his cabinet 
and other followers. 

The ruling junta imposed a 0 
p.m. to 5:30 a.m. curfew on the 
capital. It gave no explanation 
for the order and the city was 
quiet. Machine gun emplace-) 
ments guarded approaches to 
the presidential palace and the 
guard headquarters, about a 
half mile from the U.S. con- 
trolled Panama Canal Zone. No 
unusual security measures werej 
taken in the Canal Zone. 

NO CONTACT 

The new government said it 
had not been in contact with the 



U.S. Embassy or American mil- 
itary officials in the zone, and 
said it did not plan to do so until 
a civilian cabinet is named, pos- 
sibly Sunday. S 

In office only 11 days, Arias, is 
67, was in contact with U.S. Am- d 
bassador Charles W. Adair Jr. F 
and the Canal Zone governor, t 
W. P. Leber Jr. Both rushed t 
back to Panama from Washing- 1 
ton, where they had been at- 
tending a meeting of the Canal 
Zone’s board of directors. , 
The coup caused dismay in r 
Washington and the United r 
States suspended diplomatic re- ] 
lations. Secretary of State Dean 
Rusk issued a statement saying : 
“we are deeply distressed” by: 
the overthrow of Arias. 1 



“We have a close relationship ( 
Cont. in Sec. 1, Page 3, CoIT! ' 



.vith Panama and a stake in the 
stability of the isthmus in view 
of our presence there as stew- 
ards of the vital Panama Ca- 
nal,” he added. 

ARIAS ACCUSED 
National guard leaders of the 
coup accused Arias of planning 
to establish a dictatorship and; 
to convert the national guard, 
Panama’s army, into “a politi- 
cal instrument of persecution/’ 
The junta is headed by Col. 
Jose M. Pinilla, summarily 
retired by Arias Thursday as 
deputy chief of the guard. His 
colleague is Col. Bolivar Ur- 
rutia, named by Arias the 
same day to take over the 
command of the guard. 

The junta was reported trying 
to form a cabinet with repre- 
sentatives of as many political 
parties as possible, excluding 
Arias’ Panamenista party. 

It was obviously fear of what 
Arias might " try to do to 
reorganize the 5,000-man nation- 
al guard that led to the coup. 
Arias twice before was ousted 
from the presidency by the na- 
tional guard, in 1941 and in 1949, 
and he had not forgotten. 

. In bypassing Pinilla and nam- 
ing Urrutia, he apparently was 
trying to find an officer on 
whom he could rely. 

COUP TALKED 
There had been talk of a coup 
ever since May, after Arias had 
won the election by a comforta- 
ble margin. His foes tried to 
keep him from office, charging 
fraud, gut he was backed by the 
national guard under Brig. Gen. 
Bolivar Vallarino. 

This caused dissension among 
younger guard officers. Vallari- 
no stepped down Friday as Ur- 
rutia took command. 

A communique announcing 
suspension of such guarantees 
as freedom of speech, assembly 
and movement, and dissolution 
of the assembly promised the 
junta would call new elections. 
But no new date was set. 

CALM ALLEGED 
The announcement 'said the 
guard was in “total control” in 
the country and there was 
“complete calm everywhere.” 
Among those signing the com- 
munique were 15 majors and 25 
captains. 

Lt. Col. Omar Torrijos said he 
and Mai Boris Martinez, com- 



mander of the ChiriquI Province! 
military zone, were leaders of 
the coup. It was Torrijos who 
accused Arias of planning to set 
up a dictatorship. 

Although only two newspa- 
pers were permitted to publish, 
several others including one) 
owned by a member of the Ar- 
ias familyappeared in 
clandestine fashion during the 
afternoon. The Arias paper, La 
1 Hora, criticized the overthrow. 

[ Traffic was diverted in a 
radius of two blocks from na- 
1 tional guard headquarters, 
where the junta and other 
rebel leaders were meeting. 
Otherwise, everything ap- 
. peared normal. Traffic was 
rather light, but that is usual on 
Saturdays. Buses moved on 
schedule. 

In slum districts, Arias’ Pana- 
menista party flags still flew. 
They had been displayed since 
his inaugural. Oct. 1. 

It was not the first time Arias 
had been accused of dictator- 
ship. When he was ousted in 
1949, he had been trying to alter 
the constitution and his foes ac- 
cused him of trying to perpetu- 
ate himself in office. 

Arias then spent 10 months in 
jail and was stripped of his civil 
rights, which were not restored 
by the National Assembly until 
1960. 

Arias attended the University 
of Chicago and received a medi- 
cal degree from Harvard Uni- 
versity. 

Arias met with reporters at a 
house in the Canal Zone Satur- 
day night and said, “I’ll return 
at the first opportunity, when 
! conditions of security are re-es- 
tablished.” 

NO REFERENCE 
He made no reference to a 
1 statement by the junta that he 
would be arrested if he tried to 
enter, areas under Panamanian 
control. 

Arias talked in a general way 
about “passive resistance”, 
seemingly suggesting that a 
general strike of his followers 
would be one way to restore ci- 
vilian government. 

Told that coup lea d ers said 
they rebelled to take the nation- 
al guard out of politics, Arias 
said: “That’s a lie. That is what 
I tried to do and that’s the rea- 
son they rebelled. I tried to 
bring new blood to the guard, 
which is fossilized.” 

With Arias while he talked to 
newsmen were Hildebrando Ni- 





cosia, minister of the presiden- 
cy and Ruben Carles, minister 1 
of commerce and industry. 
There was no official word on 
the whereabouts of the presi- 
d ent’s two prominent nephews, 
jHarmodio Arias and Robert 
“Tito” Arias, husband of Dame 
Margot Fonteyn, the ballerina. 



They were believed to be in the 
Canal Zone. 



Rusk Voices Concern 
Over Military Coup 
By LEWIS GULICK 
WASHINGTON (AP) - Secre- 
tary of State Dean Rusk voiced 
the “profound concern to the 
United States” Saturday over 
the military takeover in Pana- 
ma. But Washington showed lit- 
tle optimism over prospects for 
undoing the coup. 

—The United States has a spe- 
cial interest in political stability 
in Panama, the site of the vital 
U.S.-run canal connecting the 
Atlantic and Pacific. 

—Coming so soon after the 
Oct. 3 ouster of Peru’s constitu- 
tional government, the Panama- 
nian coup raised apprehension 
jthat other overthrow-minded 
'groups in Latin America might 
be tempted to follow suit. The 
United States is pledged to dem- 
ocratic constitutional processes 
in the hemisphere. 

STATEMENT GIVEN 
As Rusk put it in a special 
statement issued while high offi- 
cials huddled over the Panama- 
nian crisis: 

“We are deeply distressed to 
learn that the Panamanian na- 
tional guard has overthrown the 
recently inaugurated president 

“We have a close relationship 
with Panama and a stake in the 
stability of the isthmus in view 
of our presence there as stew- 
ards of the vital Panama Canal. 

“This coup d’etat must be 
equally disturbing to our sister 
republics in the hemisphere.” 
Covey T. Oliver, assistant sec- 
retary of state for inter-Ameri- 
can affairs, and some other 
high-ranking authorities were 
reported at their desks all night 
following reports of the over- 
throw late Friday evening— but 
what practical action the United 
States might be able to take re- 
mained, in their opinion, in 
some doubt. 

AID SUSPENDED 
The State Department an- 
nounced U.S. diplomatic rela- 



tions with Panama and econom- 
ic aid were “in a state of sus- 
pension”— a _ definition which 
falls short of a formal break be- 
tween two governments. As ap- 
plied to Peru, it meant a period 
of no official contacts pending a 
study of the situation to see who 
should in fact be dealt with as 
the new government. 

Arias himself, along with cab- 
inet colleagues, was given safe 
haven in the U.S. -controlled Ca- 
nal Zone— and this raised anoth- 
er sticky question for U.S. poli- 
cymakers. 

In the Peruvian affair, ousted 
President Fernando Belaunde 
was quickly put on a plane to 
Argentina by his military foes. 
But Arias fled to the protection 
of the Canal Zone which runs 
through the middle of Panama 
and which Panamanians regard 
as part of their own country. 

Arias was told he could hold 
news conferences in the Canal 
Zone or could come to the Unit- 
ed States if he desires. But he 
was also advised he cannot en- 
gage In “political activity” from 
within the U.S.-held zone, offi- 
cials said. 

The “no politics” limitation 
could hamper Arias’ reported 
plans to call on his Panamanian 
followers for a popular uprising 
against the military junta. 

Washington sources acknowl- 
edge that the United S t a t e 's 
can swing a lot of leverage in 
Panama, where expenditures 
related to the Canal Zone 
have a large impact on the 
. small country’s economy. But 
they ard wary of any move 
that may be interpreted as in- 
terfering in that nation’s in- 
ternal affairs and thus can 
backfire. 

And there is doubt that the 
new, military leadership in Pan- 
ama, who portray Arias as a 
leftist foe who was heading for 
dictatorship, could be easily 
persuaded to hand the reins 
back to the deposed president. 
The coup was billed here as a 
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surprise, at least for the United! 
I States. The U.S. ambassador to 
Panama, Charles W. Adair Jr.,! 
and Walter P. Leber, the Canal 
Zone governor, were said to 
have just returned to Washing- 
ton for a quarterly meeting of 
the Canal Zone’s board of direc- 
tors. 

OFFICIALS RETURN 
Adair and Leber hurried off to 
Panama on an early morning 
flight from Washington after 
hearing of the news. 

There were no reports of 
'.arm t > ' merlrans nr u.S. n’e" 
bo erne! - r r 
said to be continuing operations. 
Washington officials estimated 
about 15,000 U.S. troops are sta- 
tion'd n t i Canal 2 :l ..a ■{ 
several thousand Americans, 
plus their families, live there as 
civilians working for the canal 
and related activities. 

The coup appeared to have 
dealt one more blow to the pro- 
posed treaties that have been 
drafted for an eventual return 
of the Canal Zone to Panama. 



The isthmian strip has been 
held by the United States for 
most of this century under a 
controversial 1903 treaty. 

U.S. critics of the proposed 
new treaty arrangement con- 
tend that political instability in 
Panama raises the danger that 
a Communist group might some 
day seize power by a coup and 
put the control of the canal in 
hostile hands. 
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